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HAVING A CIGARETTE WITH ÁLVARO SIZA 
BY IAN DILTHEY
Germany 2016 * 26/52 min* pOrtuGueSe * SuBS: en, deu * art/culture, arcHitecture, SOcial, BiOGrapHy

World–renowned architect, socialist and passionate smoker Álvaro Siza vieira gives insight in his 
way of working and thinking, with special focus on his early work.

milanO deSiGn film feStival * medimed * dOcliSBOa
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HELLO I AM DAVID! A JOURNEY WITH DAVID HELFGOTT
BY COSIMA LANGE

Germany 2015 * 52/98 min * enGliSH, German * SuBS: en, deu * art/culture, muSic, BiOGrapHy, Human intereSt

HellO i am david! is a journey into the world of the outstanding pianist david Helfgott whose life inspired 
the Oscar®-winning film SHine.

releaSed tHeatrically in Germany (piffl),  auStria (pOlyfilm), SWitZerland (XeniX)

KONSTANTIN GRCIC - DESIGN IS WORK
BY GEREON WETZEL
Germany 2017 * 54 min * German, enGliSH, italian * SuBS: en, deu * art/culture, deSiGn, BiOGrapHy

konstantin Grcic is at the forefront of product and furniture design. considered as one of the most innovative 
and profund contemporary designers worldwide his clients list reads like a who's who of international brands: 
vitra, magis, krups, muji, Hugo Boss, rado, audi, among others. the film observes him and his creative team 
working on fundamental new concepts for products and gives an exclusive insight into his work progress.
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MARTHA & NIKI
BY TORA MÅRTENS
SWeden 2015 * 58/93 min * SWediSH, enGliSH * SuBS: en * muSic/culture/dance, BiOGrapHy, Human intereSt

martha and niki become the first female Hip Hop Street dance world champions. they embark upon
a life of travel and dancing while their friendship is put to the test.

idfa * krakOW * "tempO dOcumentary aWard" * "BeSt dOcumentary" durBan iff, SOutH africa
releaSed tHeatrically in SWeden (fOlketS BiO)

LOOKING FOR ZION
BY TAMARA ERDE

Germany, france 2018 * 52/95 min * HeBreW, enGliSH * iSrael, pHOtOGrapHy, pOliticS, pOv, family

a multi-generational journey exploring the archives of the director’s grandfather ephraim erde, an official 
Zionist photographer from the 30s, confronted with the director’s current vision in an attempt to create 
an utopia of her own. 2018 anniversary: 70 years of israel 

OtHer iSrael film feStival, nyc, uSa (2018)

MANTRA – SOUNDS INTO SILENCE
BY GEORGIA WYSS
Spain 2017 * 52/85 min * enGliSH * HealtH, muSic, Spiritual

an uplifting documentary exploring the new music and social phenomenon of chanting featuring 
deva premal & miten, krishna das and others.
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MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE NORTH
BY SUNG-HYUNG CHO

Germany, nOrtH kOrea 2016 * 90/ 109 min * kOrean * SuBS: en, deu * Human intereSt, culture, SOciety, GeO-pOliticS

as the first South korean director to be allowed to film and travel in north korea, Sung-Hyung cho portrays 
its citizens in every day life and work.

"BeSt feature aWard" licHter filmfeSt frankfurt internatiOnal * 40. mOStra SÃO paulO iff *
"BeSt dOcumentary" 26. filmkunStfeSt mecklenBurG-vOrpOmmern
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THE MILK SYSTEM
BY ANDREAS PICHLER
Germany, italy 2017 * 52/91 min * daniSH, German, enGliSH, cHineSe, italian * GeOpOliticS, ecOnOmy, pOliticS, envirOnment, HealtH

milk is big business. Behind the seemingly innocent foodstuff hides a billion-strong industrial machine. profit 
is made at a cost to the environment, animals, farmers and our health. yet it doesn't have to be this way.

MY NAME IS SALT
BY FARIDA PACHA
SWitZerland, india 2013 * 58/92 min * GuJarati * SuBS: en, fr, Ger, eS * Human intereSt, peOple / SOciety, nature, culture

year after year, for an endless eight months, thousands of families move to a desert in india to extract salt 
from the burning earth. every monsoon their salt fields are washed away, as the desert turns into sea.

idfa aWard fOr firSt appearance * BeSt dOc feature edinBurGH iff * 
fireBird aWard HOnG kOnG iff * and mOre
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ORIGINAL COPY
BY FLORIAN HEINZEN-ZIOB & GEORG HEINZEN
Germany 2015 * 52/95 min * Hindi, enGliSH * art/culture, Human intereSt, SOciety 

Sheik rehman is an artist, comedian and philosopher. mumbai’s last painter of posters works in an old Hindi 
cinema that struggles to survive. OriGinal cOpy is a delightful ode to life and the cinema. as rehman says, 
movies are like life: "the reel keeps rolling, and the movie goes on."

HOt dOcS * vancOuver iff * yamaGata iff * rOtterdam * tHeatrical releaSe in Germany (W-film) 2017

THE OTHER HALF OF THE SKY — STORIES OF CHINESE BUSINESS WOMEN
BY PATRIK SOERGEL
SWitZerland/Germany * 52 /80 min* cHineSe (mandarin) * SuBS: en, fr * 
ecOnOmy, WOmen, pOrtrait, SOcial & Human intereSt, peOple & SOciety, cHina

an exploration on the huge transformation taking place in china today, from the perspectives of four 
of the country's most powerful businesswomen.

ZuricH film feStival (WOrld premiere)

CA
TA

LO
G

U
E

CA
TA

LO
G

U
E

CA
TA

LO
G

U
E

RABBI WOLFF — A GENTLEMAN BEFORE GOD
BY BRITTA WAUER
Germany 2016 * 52/90 min * enGliSH, German, ruSSian, HeBreW, dutcH * SuBS: en, deu * reliGiOn, HiStOry, Human intereSt, BiOGrapHy

rabbi Wolff is the portrait of a fascinating character, a deeply religious man who, blessed with a tremendous 
joie de vivre, defies all conventions. more than that, it gives insight into the world of Judaism and introduces 
us to a uniquely German biography. a film that will touch and inspire its audience.

uk JeWiSH film feStival lOndOn (internatiOnal premiere) 
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SAME BUT DIFFERENT
BY DAVID BARNES
8x8/59 min * uk 2014 * enGliSH * BiOGrapHy, Human intereSt, SOciety, diSaBility

international emmy award winning and Bafta nominated collection of eight short documentary portraits, 
featuring children with difference from across the uk who explain "what it’s like to be me". the films are 
emotive, insightful and have been praised for their non-patronising approach. 

BeSt cHildren‘S factual prOGram int. emmy kidS aWard * finaliSt BeSt primary learninG prOGram Bafta

SOMETIMES I DREAM I‘M FLYING
BY ANETA POPIEL-MACHNICKA
pOland 2013 * 52/70 min * enGliSH, pOliSH, ruSSian, German * SuBS: en * BiOGrapHy, artS / culture, Human intereSt

Shot over the period of six years the film portrays Weronika, an outstanding graduate of the renowned 
Warsaw Ballet School. a stunning and gently journey of a talented young dancer and the bitter challenges 
she must face on her way to the greatest stages in the world.

BlackmaGic deSiGn cinematOGrapHy aWard Slamdance * GOlden HOrSe aWard nOminatiOn krakOW ff
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A STORY OF SAHEL SOUNDS
BY NEOPAN KOLLEKTIV
Germany 2016 * 82 min * enGliSH, frencH, tamaSHek * SuBS: en, deu * muSic, culture, artS, africa

a film about christopher kirkley’s project "Sahel Sounds", which celebrates musical performances of current 
artists from niger, while leaving room to reflect on today’s role of ethnomusicology.

"Special mentiOn dOcumentary cOmpetitiOn" 50tH HOf iff, Germany (2016) * 
nOrient muSikfilm feStival, SWitZerland (2017)
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TADAO ANDO – FROM EMPTINESS TO INFINITY
BY MATHIAS FRICK
Germany 2013 * 52 min * JapaneSe, German, italian * SuBS: deu, en * BiOGrapHy, artS / culture, arcHitecture, BiOGrapHy

the film introduces viewers to the Japanese architect and "master of minimalism" tadao ando and his famous 
buildings with an exclusive look into his work process.

eBS int‘l dOcumentary feStival * arcHitecture & deSiGn ff neW yOrk * int‘l feStival On film On art 
(fifa) mOntreal * american inStitute Of arcHitectS * a deSiGn film feStival SinGapOre & tOkyO
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YOHJI YAMAMOTO - DRESSMAKER
BY NGO THE CHAU
Germany 2016 * 52/69 min * enGliSH, JapaneSe * SuBS: en * art/culture, faSHiOn, Human intereSt, SOciety, BiOGrapHy

an intimate portrait of of yohji yamamoto, one of the most influential and enigmatic fashion designers of 
the last forty years. the film sets out to discover and uncover the many layers of the man, delving into the 
fascinatingly complex life story of this iconic and visionary 73 year-old Japanese craftsman. 

SHanGHai int. film feStival * a deSiGn ff SinGapOre * milanO deSiGn ff * vancOuver iff

VIOLENTLY HAPPY
BY PAOLA CALVO

Germany 2016  52 /92 min * enGliSH, German * SuBS: en, deu, eS * BdSm, SOciety, Spiritual, Human intereSt

a sensual and intimate experience about a group of postmodern Berliners, looking for new ways of living, 
loving and experimenting with sexual fantasies. prepare for a sensual, romantic, harsh, full-frontal 
journey to a Berlin you have never seen before!

filmfeSt mÜncHen (WOrld premiere) * Black niGHtS tallinn (2016) * dOcpOint HelSiniki



MAGNETFILM is a Berlin based boutique world sales company and strategic con-
sultant dedicated to maximising audience and exposure for an annual slate of 
up to 15 documentary films and a handful of carefully selected short films.
We handle worldwide licensing across all platforms, supporting both estab-
lished and emerging filmmakers. Our approach is hands-on, agile, creative and 
transparent – focused on nurturing long-term partnerships and working closely 
with filmmakers and producers to develop tailor-made marketing and distribu-
tion strategies for every title throughout the entire film lifecycle.
We are looking to acquire films with strong narratives, compelling subjects and 
a clear appeal to a worldwide audience. We have eclectic tastes and distribute 
films we love.
MAGNETFILM was founded in 2003 by Georg Gruber and maintains a presence 
at the most important international documentary film festivals and content 
markets.

Georg Gruber
Sales & Acquisitions, CEO

+ 49 (0) 163  801  07  53
georg.gruber@magnetfilm.de

Frauke Knappke
Acquisitions & Festivals

+ 49 (0) 177  743  44  29
frauke.knappke@magnetfilm.de



GESTALTUNG: www.wolfgangphilippi.de

Screening links upon request 
e-mail : info@magnetfilm.de
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