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Synopsis
The war in Congo has caused more than six million deaths
over the last twenty years. The population is suffering, but
the offenders stay with impunity. Many people see this conflict as one of globalisation’s crucial econimic distribution
battles because the country has major deposits of many
high-tech raw materials.
Milo Rau, one of Europe’s most acclaimed theatre directors, succeeds in gathering victims, perpetrators, observes
and analysts of the conflict for a unique civil tribunal in eastern Congo. The documentary film brings these spectacular
court trials to life on the big screen and creates an unvarnished portrait of the largest and bloodiest economic wars
in human history.

»Where politics fail, only art can help.«
DIE ZEIT
Selected Festivals & Awards

• »World Premiere« Semaine de la Critique,
Locarno Festival, Switzerland (2017)

• Theatrical release in Switzerland (Vinca Film)
and Germany (Real Fiction) in November 2017

HD/DCP Color

16:9

Director’s Bio
The Swiss director and author Milo Rau (*1977 in Bern)
studied sociology, German and Romance languages and literature in Paris, Berlin and Zurich under Pierre Bourdieu
and Tzvetan Todorov, among others. Since 2002, he has
put out over 50 plays, films, books and actions. His productions have appeared at all of the major international
festivals, including the Berlin Theatertreffen, the Festival
d’Avignon, the Venice Biennale Teatro, the Wiener Festwochen and the Brussels Kunstenfestival, and have toured
more than 30 countries worldwide.
Rau has received many honours, most recently the PeterWeiss-Prize 2017, the 3sat-Prize 2017, the 2017 Saarbrucken Poetry Lectureship for Drama and, in 2016, the
prestigious World Theatre Day ITI Prize, of which he is the
youngest winner, following such artists as Frank Castorf,
Pina Bausch, George Tabori, Heiner Goebbels and Christoph Marthaler. In 2016, »Five Easy Pieces« became the
first non-Belgian production to be selected for the Belgian
Theatre Critics’ Special Jury Award, and was also invited
to the Berlin Theatertreffen 2017. Milo Rau will assume
the directorship of the NTGent beginning in the 2018/19
season. He is also known for his documentary films „The
Last Days of the Ceausescus“ (2010) and »The Moscow
trials« (2014). »The Congo Tribunal« is his third feature
length documentary.
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