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Synopsis 
The village of Tamaquito lies in the forests of Colombia. 
Here, nature provides the people with everything they need. 
But the Wayúu community’s way of life is being destroyed 
by the vast and rapidly growing El Cerrejón coal mine. De-
termined to save his community from forced resettlement, 
young and charismatic leader Jairo Fuentes sets out to ne-
gotiate with the mine’s operators. They’re backed by pow-
erful global resources companies such as Glencore, Anglo 
American and BHP Billiton, and communicating with their 
representatives isn’t easy. The villagers are promised the 
blessings of progress, but the Wayúu place no value on 
modern, electrified houses – on the so-called »better life«. 
Instead, they embark on a fight to save their life in the 
forest, which soon becomes a fight to survive. »La Buena 
Vida – The Good Life« is the story of the Wayúu community, 
set against a global backdrop of rising energy consumption 
being driven by the pursuit of growth and affluence.

Director’s Bio 
Award-winning documentary filmmaker Jens Schanze was 
born in Bonn in 1971. In 1990, he began working in televi-
sion as an assistant director. In 1994, Schanze spent a year 
in Bolivia working on a project for Conservation Int’l be-
fore he began his studies at the University of Television and 
Film in Munich in 1995. Through the production company 
Mascha Film, which he co-founded with Judith Malek-
Mahdavi in 2002, he has directed numerous award winning 
documentaries including WINTERKINDER (2005) and 
PLUG & PRAY (2010). In 2014, he became a Professor of 
Film and Video Design at the TH Deggendorf.

»A deeply moving, illuminating,  
infuriating documentary« 

Stuttgarter Zeitung

»A film like a battle scene tableau and a  
lesson on the global economy» 

critic.de

»Brilliant and extremely affecting« 
programmkino.de

»A film of rare authenticity« 
kino-zeit.de

Festivals & Awards

•  Released theatrically in Germany, Austria (Camino), 
Switzerland (Cineworx)
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